
    
 

120 Lefurgy Avenue, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706         (914) 478-6270  ~  Fax (914) 478-6279 

Amy Cazes, Principal                                    cazesa@hohschools.org 
John DeKams, Assistant Principal                            dekamsj@hohschools.org  
 
August 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! Our faculty and staff join me in extending a very special 

welcome to our new Hillside families.  We are excited to embark on this educational journey with you 

and your family and look forward to wonderful years together! 

The following staff changes have occurred for the 2018-2019 school year:  

Ms. Cort-Kindergarten ICT 

Ms. O’Sullivan- 1st Grade  

Ms. Clarke-2nd grade 

Ms. DeVarie- Communications Class 1-3 

Ms. Gamble- Resource Room 

Ms. Marty- 4th grade 

 

In addition, we would like to welcome Ms. Kristina Ippolito, our new Learning Lab 1-2 teacher; Mr. 

James Forcinito, our new school psychologist; Ms. Dana Finsmith, our new 2nd grade ICT teacher; and 

Ms. Carmella Tedeschi, our new 3rd grade ICT teacher.  We know that they will be wonderful assets to 

Hillside!  I am pleased to share that Ms. Elise Caroompas is now Mrs. Malone and Ms. Stacey Gitelman is 

now Mrs. Sharick.  Congratulations to both of them on their recent marriages! 

 

This year, school begins on Tuesday, September 4th.  As always, parents may drop children off when our 

supervision begins at 7:50 AM.  All students, K-4, are expected to arrive no later than our start time of 

8:30 AM.  For the first few days of school, we will meet our kindergarten students in the school library to 

ease them into our routines.  Please feel free to walk your kindergarten student to the library; however, 

we encourage you to not linger, as prolonged goodbyes can be difficult for our youngsters.  Know that 

we have skilled staff on hand to support our children in this special transition. 

 

The 2018-2019 school year is sure to be filled with exceptional learning opportunities.  Last year, we 

began a balanced literacy model in English Language Arts where our professional learning focused on 

Reader’s Workshop.  Students learned how to choose just right books and engaged in wide reading and 

dynamic conversations about books.  Our goal for ELA in its second year is a focus on the interactive 

read aloud where all students will build community around a teacher-modeled book, shared reading of a 
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text with scaffolded teacher instruction and support, and small group targeted instruction that will meet 

the unique needs of each individual learner.  Our teachers are working hard to build lifelong readers and 

we encourage your partnership by reading at home to and/or with your child every night!   

Additionally, we are excited to share that we have been working to increase the number of diverse texts 

at Hillside.  Our Diverse Book Committee (comprised of teachers, parents and administrators) has 

identified the following “buckets” of underrepresented groups: race/culture, gender, family, 

socioeconomics, learning differences, health, religion, sexual orientation and identity.  This summer, our 

teachers partnered with parents to make thoughtful selections of books that would serve as mirrors, in 

which students see a reflection of their own identity and experiences, and windows, in which students 

are provided windows into other life experiences, to understand the diverse world in which we live. 

Through purposeful instruction and greater availability in both our classroom and school libraries, we 

are committed to facilitating the opportunity for our students to build stronger connections with others.   

We are very proud of our successful roll-out of our social-emotional learning program, Second Step.  In 

addition to our classroom teachers sharing weekly lessons around important concepts such as skills for 

learning, empathy, emotion management and problem solving, our school counselor, Ms. Juliann 

Snyder, supported the program with monthly classroom lessons and strategies at recess time in a Tier 1 

model.  We are excited to share that Ms. Snyder will now be with us full-time and as a result, available 

for Tier 2 (small groups) and Tier 3 (individual) counseling and support through our Multi-Tier System of 

Supports.   

This year, Assistant Principal DeKams will be leading our Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports 

(PBIS) team.  Together, we will create clear expectations for many of our shared spaces at Hillside to 

ensure both safety and a greater sense of community.  A special thank you to our Hastings Education 

Foundation for granting us a poster maker to assist with this initiative! 

Also, we will continue to promote our core values of Respect, Courage and Curiosity and recognize each 

other for demonstrating these important principles.  Thanks to Sage Wasserman, incoming fourth grader 

here at Hillside, we will be welcoming students back to school with a new theme: 

Just like flowers on a hillside, we are here to learn, grow and flourish! 

This theme will be woven throughout the school experience…even our photo booth!  Get ready for lots 

of flowers! 

In an effort to ensure that all parents receive our Summer Mailing regardless of location, we have put it 

online on our webpage.  Please click on the hyperlinks in this letter for easy access.  We have included a 

Checklist of Important Documents outlining the documents that need to be completed and returned on 

the first day of school to your child’s classroom teacher.   

https://www.hohschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=303&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=8890&PageID=9
/cms/lib/NY01913703/Centricity/Domain/8/2018%20Summer%20Mailing%20Check%20Off%20Llist.docx


We have worked together with our PTSA to ensure safer arrival and dismissal procedures at Hillside.  

Please refer to our Transportation Procedures at Hillside 2018 to familiarize yourself with our three 

modes of arrival/dismissal: bus, walker or circle.  Please note: there will no longer be Pool Pick-Up due 

to safety concerns and the need for a single point of dismissal shared by our security consultancy group. 

The home-school partnership is a critical component in ensuring your child’s success.  We will continue 

to communicate with you often through our Constant Contact blast.  Please sign up for this 

communication.  Additionally, please look out for our monthly newsletter, News from the Hill, beginning 

in October.  This newsletter shares all of the wonderful learning happening at Hillside!   

I also encourage you to get involved in our parent groups including PTSA and SEPTA.  On September 4th, 

our PTSA will sponsor a Back to School Breakfast for parents in the Hillside Café from 8:15-9:30 AM.  At 

this breakfast, you will have the opportunity to meet other Hillside parents and learn more about all that 

our parent community does to support Hillside.  We are very grateful for this partnership! 

Additionally, please save the date for our Back to School Night on September 6th for Grades K-4.  On this 

evening, our teachers will provide you with detailed information about your child’s grade level 

curriculum, classroom routines and expectations.  This is a wonderful opportunity for you to get to know 

your child’s teacher(s) and the exciting learning experiences that lie ahead.  More details to follow! 

I know that you are anxious to receive your child’s placement for the new school year.  Placement will 

be shared on the Parent Portal the last week of August.  A blast will go out informing you of the date and 

time of release.  If you have not yet registered on the Parent Portal, please do so.  In the meantime, 

please access the Grade Level Supply Lists on our webpage under Hillside Headlines.   Additionally, your 

child will receive a letter from his/her teacher before school begins welcoming him/her to the new 

classroom.  We appreciate your patience and understanding. 

In preparing for the start of school, I encourage you to read through our Parent/Student Handbook.  This 

tool will share Hillside’s procedures and policies that have been designed to ensure a successful and safe 

learning opportunity. 

I am confident that our 2018-2019 school year will be a very special one.   Please feel free to stop in, call, 

or email me to discuss any concerns, suggestions, or ideas to make the Hillside experience the best it 

can be! 

I look forward to seeing you in September! 

Warm regards, 

Amy Cazes 

Principal 
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